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From the Board By Mike Higgins In this issue

GuestRide Program Just a reminder ¢ we have two ways Maoyl CftAIKG FNEP
the general public can get glider rides at M-ASA: a $60
scenic glider ride (with a M-ASA commercial rated pilot) and | Alrworthiness Certificates ... page 6

a $99 FAST certificate (available from the SSA), which is aARAKALIYSY Df ARS
good for a 30 minute intro instruction flight with a M-ASA ) o A
instructor. The procedures for these two methods are Sdzie { OKSRdzA SX LI
posted on the bulletin boards and on the flight boards at

each site.

Need Commecial GliderPilots. To support the Scenic Glider Ride program, we are looking for

commercial glider rated pilots interested in forming a ride pilot pool. If you join, you will be put

2y Iy SYFAf tAa0 YR y20ATFTASRItheKt®yelcome®ddzSa il &2
volunteer and arrange to meet the guest at the gliderport for a ride at a time and day of your

choosing. The flight will be entirely paid for by the guest, with the $60 check going directly to

0KS Of dzo @ [ 2y0F OO0 YS AT &2dz2QNB AYyGSNBauSR®

Rope Managersieededat eachsite2 SQNB f 221 Ay 3 G2 TFAtt I¢ ySs &fi
Rope Manager. This person will be responsible for the care, maintenance, and construction of
tow ropes. In the past our ropes have been built and maintained by various volunteers, but we
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need to formalize and develop procedures for this staff positiond LT AYGSNBalSR: ¢
on rope making and care. Please email me if & 2 da@iiNdand able to take this on.
whiskeymike_masa@msn.com

Voluntary Maintenance andMistakes This last month we experienced two significant

mistakes made by members trying to do the right thing. Our Super Cub is now grounded

because DOT brake fluid was accidently put into the Mil 5606 oil brake hydraulic system. These

fludsF NB Ay O2YLI GA06fS> yR GKS 0N} {1Sa az2z2y Tl AtS
now having the entire brake system rebuilt at a cost of about $1000 of materials and labor.

Also this last month the prop of Pawnee 58L received a nick and someone did a quick

unauthorized filing -- it now looks like the prop is in a condition where it can be flown, but not

overhauled. This will force us to buy a new prop sooner, costing thousands of dollars. The

lesson here is that we must be cautious about doing volunteer maintenanO S @ LT &2dz R2Y
understand and have been trained on a maintenance procedure, then first talk to one of our
ASYA2N) 26 LIXIYS YIFylF3ISNI 2N 32RFIFIOKSNAR o0.20 D
something wrong. Thisalso appliesi 2 3If A RS NA @ 2S0@PS KIR (o2 024
[ SGQa y20 KI @S Y2NB®

OD Responsibilities| need to remind Operation Directors that they must show up at the field
each scheduled day to start operations by 10am, rain or shine, and remain there at least until
1pm before cancelling the day due to bad weather. A few weeks back an OD decided to cancel
the day early in the morning and left, and sure enough it cleared by midday leaving those that
wanted to fly without an OD. This missing OD is being fined $100. If weather prevents flying
from 10am to 1pm, there are lots of other useful jobs to do around the clubhouse and hangar.
Just look or ask.

Cub Rental ProgramWe are still putting the finishing touches (procedurally) on the Cub Rental
Program, and will release the final details in the next Convector.

Fred Mueller Update | spoke to Fred this week and am pleased to report that he is now out of
the hospital and is working hard at physical rehab as an out-patient. It will be a long rehab
process, but his prospects for a full recovery are good. Although it will be a while before he is
back in a glider cockpit, Fred is anxious to retake the Convector Editor post for the August issue.
Expect to hear more from him then.

Carlisle Airport ClosedRick Fuller reports that Carlisle Airport is closed for runway expansion.

Apparently he tried to land there last weekend, saw the closure from the pattern, and instead

safely went into a nearby field. Rick issued a club-wide safety email blast about this. If you

RARY QU 4SS (GKS SYIFAfZ GKSYy aSyR YSifdy y2GS I yR
member sees or hears of a safety related item that should be broadcast to all club members,

please contact Rick Fuller directly and he will see that a safety email blast is released.
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1038km Fllght Fr(ﬁalrfleld By Mike Higgins, WM

Just landed at Fairfield on 10 May 2009.

Baude Litt (LBL) and | have been pioneering long On-Line Contest (OLC) flights from Fairfield for
several years now. A few years ago we broke the 750 km barrier, and then two years ago pushed it to 950+
km. EarliertKk A2 @SIFNJ S RAR | FS¢ dpnb 1Y FEtAIKIG&E odzi GKS
That finally changed on May 10" when extraordinary weather conditions occurred and everything éclicked,é
allowing me to log a 1038 km OLC flight. This is a brief story of that day.

There are three paths out of Fairfield for an early start of a long flight:

1. Takeahightow (maybe5n nn Q0 (2 O0O2yySOG 6AGK g1 @S e/dhd NI ClI A NJF .
then head upwind using the periodic wave lift to reach the Tuscarora Ridge (35 miles away),
Lewistown Ridge (40 miles), or Tussey Ridge (60 miles). This is the most comfortable, and scenic,
waytostartco dzi G KS 61 @S A& RAFFAOdzA G G2 F2NBOFad FyR
wave only works every one out of four or five triesca 2 A0 Qa y234 @GSNE NBfAlofSo
2. Thermal across the Chambersburg Valley to the Tuscarora or further upwind ridges. This can be very
challenging due to the headwind, weak thermal strength, and low cloud base early in the morning,
but has worked for me as early as about 9:30am.
3. Use the High Rock Ridge (10 miles southwest of Fairfield) and head south toward Harpers Ferry and
then further south down the Blue Ridge. This ridge is not well formed and is challenging in sections,
and south of Harpers Ferry there are few landing fields. But if flown cautiously, this technique has
proven to be fairly reliable.

On Sunday May 10™ the forecast was for ridge level winds from 300 at 20 ¢ 25kts (near perfect
direction/speed), with wave likely above. Winds would be weaker to the south in Virginia in the afternoon
and strong in Pennsylvania all day. Thermals were forecasted to be booming in the afternoon, but as usual,
weaker and lower in the morning. | decided to try for a high tow for a wave start to head northwest to either
the Lewistown or Tussey Ridge, and launched from Fairfield about 8:50am in my Discus 2 loaded with 22
gallons of water.

wStSFaAy3a 4G cnnnQYat 2 @SN ( Kt the Walvefwas noptBedeld 2 F CI A
2NJ AT AG gl axz L O2dz Ry Q iadedfdr KigR Rodk lodvaluate dpRohR dk3y At (1 K NP dz3 K
dhFY GKS Of 2dzRolasS ¢l a Fo2dzi oy nnQ sooytdneahHighRokILIS | NBR (i
headedwesttoG NB | t2¢g @I ffSe ONRaaAy3a I2Ay3 a0GNFrAIKG dzLlg A
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first five miles, | could turn-tail and get backtol A 3K w201 F2NJ I &l @S 2y (KS NAR3I!
happened. | hastily retreated to High Rock ten minutes later low and needing the ridge to work. It did, and

pall A Sy G f & deNdd/AayE Amlydvgpdidiack up S&ridge face from below the hang-glider platform to

SpSyiltdz tte& NBFOK I O2YTF2NIl 6 andarlynioringlanti® 2 F HpnnQod l

The only options left were to wait until the thermals strengthened sufficiently to cross the valley
(and lose valuable time) or, alternatively, head down the ridge to Harpers Ferry, the Blue Ridge, and on to the
Massanutten. | knew that if one flies down to Massanutten Peak (120 miles southwest of Fairfield) and then
comes back north for a couple laps on the Tuscarora and Lewistown ridges, a long five-turnpoint OLC flight
could be logged. (The OLC allows five turnpoints for distance flights; the FAI distance flights are limited to
three turnpoints.) And if one extends a leg or two out beyond the ends of the ridges, then a 1000km OLC
flight could be made. That was the plan as | headed south for Harpers Ferry.

The first leg south to Massanutten was slow but uneventful flying along the Blue Ridge at 2300 ¢
0 p nusigy Ehe ridge lift and bumping weak morning theNJY' | £ &  dzy R 8yNJlarh tResmalGtoasyth
improved, F £t £ 26Ay3 | Of AYo (2 062dzi pnnnQ é&nutlediREge. CNRY G w
The winds were not strong, but the Massanutten Ridge has an excellent shape and orientation which allowed
a 90 knot IAS cruise down to the south end. Arriving at Massanutten Peak at little before noon, the sky was
blue to the south, so extending the first leg did not look good. | stopped and thermalled to check the wind
and the LX5000 showed about 290 at 14kts -- weak, but OK for taking the Massanutten back north.

Halfway back up the Massanutten Ridge the clouds in the Shenandoah Valley suggested wave. That
gl & (22 YdzOK 2F | GSYLIWIGA2y S a2 L tiefgthlads duickly y R NI LJA |
improving) ¢ but again found no wave. Given the strong thermals and improving cu markers to the north, |
decided to fly thermals for the 75 miles to Lockings (just north of Potomac airport) to connect with the PA
ridge system. Headind y 2 NI K GKS GKSNXIfa ¢g2N] SR 6Stft FyR olaSa

dive onto the Tuscarora Ridge at .

Lockings about 1:30pm. At that Thermalling near Turnpoint 3, sout%/;/est of Sleepy Creek Mo

point, about 360 kilometers were [ WV. 6 kts on the averager and approaching cloudbase -- & [ A
bl S

logged and over six hours of
daylight remained. It was a slow
start, but the best of the afternoon
was still ahead.

For the next few hours my
progress and speed improved -- the
PA ridge conditions were near
perfect, giving a ground speed of
about two miles per minute from
Lockings to McConnellsburg,
through the jump up to the
Lewistown Ridge, and on to
Lewistown . North of Lewistown, - .
the ridge curves to the east and runs up to Beaver Springs, and with wind direction of less than 300 can be
problematic. Being very cautious in this area, | slowed and climbed to keep some margin over the ridge top.
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This slowed progress down to 70 ¢ 80 kts for a while, but was well worth it to reduce the stress. (Low stress is
important on long flights.)

Completing Leg 2 at Beaver Springs Gap, | then turn back southwest and headed again for Lockings.
After a fast trip south, the clouds beyond the Potomac River were inviting, so | decided to extend that third
leg by climbing and crossing the Potomac River and flying down Sleepy Creek Mountain. Flying off the end of

the ridge at Lockings, | immediately pulled into a 6+ knot thermal and climbedtoy S NJ c H nn QS ONR & & SF

Potomac and flew near cloudbase 30-miles southwest into West Virginia. The thermals were strong and well
marked. From there, at 3:45pm, it was back to the northeast to the Tuscarora Ridge for another fast run up
to Thompsontown (Leg 4), and then turn south toward Fairfield.

After turning at r =
Thompsontown, if | went Cruising north on the &scarora with ideal ridge conditions ¢ a couple
back down the Tuscarora hundred feet above the trees, 107kts IAS, and two-miles-a-minute ground
Ridge and then straight to speed.

Fairfield, it would likely result
in a flight a little short of a
1000k. So I decided to
extend the 5" leg back down
the High Rock Ridge to
Harpers Ferry, and then
complete the flight with a
final 60 km leg home from
there. The climb off the
Tuscarora Ridge and trip back
across the Chambersburg
Valley was easy, putting me
at High Rock heading south at
about 5:45pm (nearly 9 hours
after my low save there that morning). At that time the ridge winds were still working, but the thermals were
dying, so | very cautiously headed for Harpers Ferry, stopping to work little bumps of lift to jump across the
gaps and transitions. It worked. Turning north at Harpers Ferry at 6:15pm, the last leg home was slow but
Sraex IyR L NRdzyRSR |1 A3K w201 +tG wHynnQ F2N I

¢ K | {-Qdery dodservative 10.5-hour flight flown on an outstanding weather day. Other than the
low save at High Rock in the first 30 minutes of the flight, there were no other stressful moments. The flight
log is on OLC for those interested. My only regret is not starting a little earlier, pushing a little faster, and
going further north into the PA ridge system. It would have been very possible to do a 1250km flight that day
given the weather. Thanks to Pete Welles for the excellent early morning tow, Manfred Buetgen and Cathy
Williams for the early crew support, and Dave MacVeigh for hanging around the clubhouse for my late return.
And to Baude Litt for developing some of the distance flying strategies used on this flight.

Update¢ The excellent longistance flying weather continued in Ma@n May 31, just three weekdef my
long flight, Baude Littew a 1030km OLC flight from Fairfield, starting about 11:30am and landing just
minutes before sunséabout anine hour flight). | tagged along as wingman that ttajearn a few new
things(whichl did). These flights are also on OL-GMike Higyins 28 June 2009
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Experimental Airworthiness Certificates Beware By: Dan Morris

So you think you are lucky to have a glider with an experimental airworthiness certificate. No IA
needed for annuals, you can do your own maintenance, make modifications, do whatever you want
0SS0l dzasS AiQa SELISNAYSY(lft o wA IKGK 2 NPy 3IHH

Every civil aircraft in the US is required to have an airworthiness certificate to be legally flown.

The Standard AirworthinessCSNII A FAOF §S A& A&aadsSR gKSy GKS | ANDONI 7T

FAA that the aircraft design and production meets the 14CFR requirements for airworthiness.

2 KSy Fy FANDN}FE RSaA3Iy FyR LINE Rhuzrictingss K Sy Qi

requirements, the FAA, can at its option, issue an Experimental Airworthiness Certificate. By regulation,
an Experimental certificate can only be issued for certain purposes. They are; research and
development, showing compliance with the regulations, crew training, exhibition, air racing, market
surveys, and amateur built. There are rules that clarify what each purpose can be used for.

¢eLAOLtfte IEtARSNER FAG Ayid2z2 GKS aNIOAYy3a | YR
Most foreign gliders obtained airworthiness certification in their country of origin, but never got US
certification. The FAA has had a long standing policy of issuing experimental certificates for exhibition
and racing to enable us to import these gliders.

The basis for the FAA to issue the experimental certificate is the foreign approval from a nation
with a respected certification process. Otherwise, you would have to submit engineering data to prove
that the aircraft was generally safe.

WhenanexpSNA YSy (i f OSNIAFAOFIGS A& AadaadzSRI AdG Y2ai

older experimental certificates may not have limitations, but all experimental certificates issued in the
last 10 years should have. How do you know if you have a limitations letter? Look on the certificate
itself. It will list a limitations letter and date if one applies. If there is a limitations letter you must follow
it or your experimental certificate in not valid.

One other important point. Some experimental certificates might have an expiration date. Yes,
that is correct, expiration date | recently ran into a glider with an experimental certificate that had
been expired for 26 years and was routinely flown and inspected. Every pilot that flew the aircraft and
mechanic that signed for condition inspections violated 14CFR. For 26 years!

What is on a limitations letter? There can be anything that the FAA inspector issuing it felt
necessary. Typical limitations include:

1 Requirement for a certificatedmechay A O 06! gt 0 (G2 LISNF2NY |y | yydz €

this is essentially equivalent to an Annual inspection.

1 Requirement for maintenance to be performed in accordance with Part 43; a pilot/owner can do
preventative maintenance and a certificated mechanic has to do everything else.

1 Area of Operation- limits on an area of operation centered around a based location; this
typically does not exceed a radius of 200nm for gliders. You have to notify the FAA if you wish
to operate outside this area.
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1 Requirement to submit a program letter every year You need to send a letter indicating the
racing, exhibitions or proficiency flying you intend to do. It is interesting to note that SSA badge
or FAI record attempts count.

1 Arequirement to report modifications to the aircraft to are classified under Part 21.93 as
aYl 22 NE P CKA& A& GNAOle 0SOFdzaS yeldKAYy3 KI A
5SFAYS al LIIINBOAI 6f S€ HH LG Aa alF¥Said (2 NBLEZN
writing.

In any case, 91.403 through .409 apply to all aircraft with regards to maintenance. Ref: 14CFR 21.191;
21.193; FAA Order 8130-2F

US Naval Academy Midshipmen Training at Fairfield

M-ASA is under contract from the US Navy to provide glider introduction training flights to
Midshipmen this summer. The program is now underway with the training flights occurring at Fairfield
on summer weekdays. 150 Midshipmen will be visiting Fairfield throughout the summer and each will
get 3intro glider flights. This is part of an aviation introduction program which also includes ground
school and simulator training in Annapolis. Club members Brian Randall (USNA Staff Officer) and Sean
Noronha (recent USNA grad) are the lead CFIGs for the program, and are being assisted by other M-ASA
CFIGs as needed. Bob Jackson, Dave Pixton, George Simms, and Paul Rehm have flown with the Mids
thus far and introduced them to glider flying. Other instructors are encouraged to help if available.

If any M-ASA member would like to come up and fly at Fairfield on the USNA training days,
@2dz2QNBE ¢St 02YS o CKSNBE gAff 06S (G26LAf20a FyR INERz
rental rates will apply. The specific flying dates are governed by weather, so if you want to come up and
take advantage of one of the weekday operations, please call or email Bob Jackson or Mike Higgins to
get the latest dates.
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June, July, and August Duty Assignments

Date Field Ops Director Towpilot Assist OD
07/03/2009 FDK Gary Cassell Dee Torgerson Janice Farr
07/03/2009 FRF Rick Latoff Mike Smith

07/04/2009 FDK Steve Silverman Dan Morris Earl Hill
07/04/2009 FRF Peter Blacklin Rich Horigan

07/05/2009 FDK Pete Kern Bob Andrew Rich Matheus
07/05/2009 FRF John Mitchell Jim Chick

07/11/2009 FDK David McConnell Lance Nuckolls Alex Rossulek
07/11/2009 FRF Mark Segall Don Robb

07/12/2009 FDK Steve Shelton Ed Breau Todd Rosenfeld
07/12/2009 FRF David MacVeigh Mike Grinder

07/18/2009 FDK Luis Fernandez Mark Mercer Adam Messenheimer
07/18/2009 FRF Jim Homer Max Ullmann

07/19/2009 FDK George Fekete Glenn Collins Dowdy Jackson
07/19/2009 FRF Jim Lewis Bob Gardner

07/25/2009 FDK Mehrdad Bayat Dan Morris Vic Filipchuk
07/25/2009 FRF Christophe Blanchi Buddy Denham

07/26/2009 FDK Chris Williams Olin Kinney Don Emert
07/26/2009 FRF Laura Hession George Green

08/01/2009 FDK Bob Bigler Bob Ball Rex Bullinger
08/01/2009 FRF Erik Nelson Hans Jorgensen Dave Smith
08/02/2009 FDK Jeff Rose Bob Andrew Zach Bowen
08/02/2009 FRF Stefan Schroth Bill Savory

08/08/2009 FDK Gary Cassell Dee Torgenson Mike Dalke
08/08/2009 FRF Chris OCallaghan Max Ullmann

08/09/2009 FDK Dick Mott Ed Breau Herb Hoffman
08/09/2009 FRF Guy Pfeffermann David Pixton

08/15/2009 FDK David McConnell Dan Morris Lucien Tessier
08/15/2009 FRF Baude Litt Bob Jackson

08/16/2009 FDK Dan Meyer Olin Kinney Rich Matheus
08/16/2009 FRF Kolie Lombard Peter Welles

08/22/2009 FDK Eric Schuyler Bob Ball David Smith
08/22/2009 FRF Manfred Beutgen Mike Smith

08/23/2009 FDK Rob Myhre Dee Torgerson Rex Bullinger
08/23/2009 FRF Dave Weaver Rich Horigan

08/29/2009 FDK Mike Vance Lance Nuckolls Zach Bowen
08/29/2009 FRF Ricardo Cibotti Jim Chick

08/30/2009 FDK Ben Mwendwa Glenn Collins Earl Hill
08/30/2009 FRF Tom Jones Mike Grinder

09/05/2009 FDK Bob Bigler Dan Morris Mel Donahoo
09/05/2009 FRF Mark Segall Don Robb

09/06/2009 FDK Andreas Schliessler Mark Mercer Bob Filipchuk
09/06/2009 FRF Bill Whelan Bob Gardner

09/07/2009 FDK Roger Thompson Ed Breau Janice Farr
09/07/2009 FRF John Hearn Buddy Denham

09/12/2009 FDK Holland Ford Bob Ball Todd Rosenfeld
09/12/2009 FRF Gary Cassell Max Ullmann

09/13/2009 FDK Kai Rasmussen Bob Andrew Alex Rossulek
09/13/2009 FRF Wilmar Sick Hans Jorgensen

09/19/2009 FDK Steve Kidd Glenn Collins Hope Howard
09/19/2009 FRF Rick Latoff Bill Savory

09/20/2009 FDK Steve Silverman Olin Kinney Rex Bullinger
09/20/2009 FRF Bob Krzystan David Pixton

09/26/2009 FDK David McConnell Lance Nuckolls Dowdy Jackson
09/26/2009 FRF Peter Blacklin Bob Jackson

09/27/2009 FDK Pete Kern Mark Mercer Vic Filipchuk
09/27/2009 FRF John Mitchell Peter Welles
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