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From the Board By Mike Higgins

After many years of hard work , ready for the
by numerous MASA members, the X Photo by Jim Homer.
overhauled and refinished SGS2
N7782Slew in May Sporting a shiny
new blue & white paint scheme, the
like-new 233 was tesflown by Glenn
Collins, who reported all went well.
Other than a TE probe being blocked,
the ship checked out fine and was
released for flight training. Many
thanks for all the club members who
worked on this glider overhaul. There
are too many names tmcludethem
all here, but some key people were
Ray Watsorffor the new panels and instrument/radio work)ave Schobedohn Machamer (for
much of the fabric and painting work), and Glenn Colliosthe project leadership and push to get
the glidertogether and flying agajn Many other club membersalso contributed valuablskills and
hoursto the project and should be satisfied seeing the glider flyagginat M-ASA.
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The M-ASABoad hasdecidedto baseour club glidersas followsthis summer

Frederick Fairfield

Grob 103 Twin Astir Grob 103 i
SGS B6 K7

RedWhite 233 (Miss Daisy) K8

YellowGold 233 White-Blue 233
Pilatus B4

Note that the 136 and 233 (Miss Daisy) are grounded for wing repaiitsis deployment
will be reviewedat the end of the season and changes made next year depending on member
LINBEFSNByOSao LT &2dz KI@S |y 2LIAYA2Y 2y GKAa &ai

Recall that at the annual meeting we asked all club members to sign the liahiity
indemnity waiver. At that point, the recently joined members had all sighedorm because it
gl a LINIO 2F GKS Of dzoQad YSYOSNBKALI | LI AOFGAZ2Y ®
At the annual meeting and afterwards, some questions iaades came up that resulted in us
taking a fresh look at the form and making some adjustments. A draft vesbibis revised form is
included in this Convector isst@ review. Please take a look at it now and get back to aySA
Director with comnents or concerns. Our intent to haa$i members sign the updated form later
this year. Now is the time to raise issues if you have them.

On May 16 we held the Fairfield Safety Briefing. Attendance was good and many
commented on the valuable conteof the session. Thanks to Rick Fuller for pullingetent
together. For those who didot attend either theMay 16 Fairfield safety meeting the 11 April
CNBRSNAR O]l YSSiGAy3azr e2dxff KIFI@S (42 461 (10K (KS OAR
club after 16 June. DVDs of the sessions are in the clubhouses.

Also on May 16 we held a special club meeting to vote on changing the wording of our club
charter to be consistent with the requirements of a 501(c)3 corporaté®@ 2 it SR rtheSa ¢ T2
proposed change, and 1 abstainetl K SNE ¢ SNBE Jhe reded 2hiarteihasib&ea sent to
the State of MD for filing and on to the IRS for consideration of our 501(c)3 request. More will be
reported on this process as news becomes available.
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WAIVER AND INDEMNITY i Published for Review & Comment, June 2009

NOTE: THIS WAIVER AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT HAS THE EFFECT OF REDUCING OR GIVING UP
SOME OF YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RISK

I, the undersigned (or parent undersigned) hereby confirm that | understand participation in gliding and soaring laatiivities,

the air and on the ground, is or may be hazardous and may result in accident, injury or death, and | hereby voleptssilgtacc
hazard and result both on my own behalf and on behalf of every person whom | may bring on the propertlahkitid
Soaring As sABCAIOdt ioan c(afrMy or PpASAarcrdft t o be carried in a M

DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of thisWaivern d | nd e miiStAy andi )} t M MeASHA and iss inemberaimdividudMly and
collectively, directors, officers, employees, agents, representatives, pilots (including tow pilots and flight instruatorsjat i ) f M
ASA FIl yi ng Ac tything conneetedawithmy and/sr maguests and/or invitees presence on the property of M

ASA, participation in the activities of M\SA, flying in the aircraft of MASA, receiving flight instruction and/or glider towing

facilities from M-ASA and its Membergr operation of the aircraft or other equipment of8A and its Members.

WAIVER OF CLAIMS

In consideration of my (or my minor child, as the case may be) being admitted as a memib&8Af M continuing as a

member in good standingnd the benefits afuch membership, which consideration | agree is sufficient to induce me to sign this
waiverane-indemnity | do hereby, and on behalf of my estate and its respective executors and administrators, give up forever all
claims of any nature which | or they ynhave both now or which may arise iretfuture against MASA and itsOperational

Members, arising out of or in any way, whether directly or indirectly, related to any injury that | (or my minor child) sustai
including death that is connected withASA Elying Activities. Operational Members are-lMSA members who,

(1) on the day of my injury, are serving as a tow pilot, Operations Director, Assistant Operations Director, wing rgimner, fli
instructor, Field Safety Officeor serving some otheiutywith r espect to the dayés | aunch opera

(2) M-ASA members who are serving as officers, directors, or equipment and facilities maintenance personnel.
INDEMNITY

In consideration of my (or my minor child, as the case may be) being admitted as a melEBAf or continuing as a

member in good standing, and the benefits of such membership, which consideration | agree is sufficient to inducethis to sign
indemnity,| hereby indemnify and hold harmlessABA and itsOperationaMembers from and in respeaf all loss, cost,

expense including attor ney &ASA#fne gsOperatmmakblembers agamdt alaidsfont my expen
personal injury (including death) and property damage arising in any way which | or my minor children may sufter, or

whether directly or indirectly, from M\SA Flying Activities. Operational Members are-lMSA members who,

(1) on the day of my injury, are serving as a tow pilot, Operations Director, Assistant Operations Director, wing rgimner, fli
instructor, e |l d Safety Officer, or serving some other duty with res

(2) M-ASA members who are serving as officers, directors, or equipment and facilities maintenance personnel.

INVALIDITY OF PROVISION

In the event that one or mooéthe provisions contained or referenced herein is deemed unlawful, void, or for any reason
unenforceable, then that provision will be deemed severed from this agreement and will not affect the validity and Eyforceabi
of the remaining provisions.

| confirm that | have read and understand the whole of this waiver and indemnity agreement. | agree that the laws ofthe State o
Maryland and the United States of America shall govern the validity, construction, and performance of this agreement. | agre
that the terms of this agreement shall be binding upon my estate, my assignees, my heirs, and me.

WITNESS MY HAND this day of ,200_
Signature Spouse/PargfGuardian Signature
Print Name Print Name

Address
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Butterflies in Southern France By Andreas Schliessler

You have probably heard about the concept that in order to learn and grow, we have to get
pulled out of the cozy circle of our normal comfort zone. At the outer boundary ofaufort
zone we meet the unknown and our learning and growing edge. If that concept has some truth to
it, then | must have learned a lot during March 2009, judging from the very significant discomfort
which was caused by butterflies which invaded my stoimand surrounding body parts last March.
Here is the story.

My lovely wife was of course not thrilled when | announced to her, late last year, that | had
booked a tweweek trip for alpine mountain soaring in Southern France. Even when | insisted that
it ol a NBLFIffte || aSNAR2dza GNIAyAy3d O2dNESE GKS (SN
was going off alone on a twweek vacation was not amusing to her. But since she is a wise
woman, she let me go without much resistance, and she everebetlpe patiently to buy adequate
clothing for cold spring soaring weather (which indicated to me that she did want to have me back,
apparently).

Gvdzz £ RA& LYGSNYyFrGA2yl ¢ Aa | O2YYSNDAIFE &2
Serres in the southarpart of the French Alps, about two hours driving north from Marseille airport.
LG A& 06SAy3a NHzy aAyOS GKS mdhynQa o6& YfldaA hKf Yl
holder of many world records, among them a 3,008 km triangle. His website
(http://www.quovadis-aero.con) is very attractive and enticed me to sign up for a visit. Sounded
easy enough-firstaoneg SS|1 Gaz2dzyil Ay Cf &Ayedter@Qiedzhd@mye Ay | W
around with an instructor ithe Alps. Then, if things go well, maybe rent a sisgieter LSb for
some extra days and apply the newly learned skills. Nothing to worry about.

Driving in my small Citroén rental car from Marseilles to Serres, | notice the roadside

M-ASAConvectoiNewsletter
June2009 4| Page


http://www.quovadis-aero.com/

vegetation gettng whipped around considerably, and the car being pushed left and right. Hmm, it
seems to be windy- that must be the famous Mistral wind | had heard about. Every spring, high
pressure areas over Britain and northern France link up with low presssiensy over the
Mediterranean and produce a stiff wind blowing down the Rhone valley and across the southern
French Alps, blowing away clouds and producing blue skies and wave. The shaking car does shake
loose some butterflies in my stomach.

Arriving inSerres, | decide to drive to the airfield immediately to say hello and sign in. The
windsock stands horizontally. The wind blows from the north at about 30 mph straight down the
NHzy 6 & X gKAOK o0l aAalrffe SyRa | tiodbslopdisGalrg] Y 2 dzy i |
but not so good when you are trying to land. While I look at that scenario, the howling noises made
by the Mistral as it hits the hangar and the office wake up a whole swarm of butterflies in my
stomach.

Every morning at 10:00 akKlaus Ohlmann holds &my detailed pilot briefing andlassroom
trainingsessiorduring about one hour or sometimes two. On day one | arrive a bit early. | say
hello and watch the 2@r-so glider pilots gather in the briefing room and talk. They &hst
know each other from many previous visits here. Almost all of them came to Serres towing their
own gliders behind their cars. Most of them are from Germany. Selomking guys, and some
women who turn out to be airline pilots for Lufthansa or Riance. Hmm, it seems that they all
have a LOT more experience than me (more butterflies). They are filling their oxygen bottles as a
routine chore, while | have never been so high so that | would have needed oxygen. During the
actual pilot briefingmy nagging suspicion turns into certainty: | am like a-§ratler who by
mistake ended up in the high school senior class. There is nobody with less than 608rbilms
average is more like 300 hours. | have 70 hours in gliders. All pilots Heaen here several times,
YR (KFGQa ¢gK& GUKS ONARSTAY3
basically assumes that you
know the name and location
of every mountain peak and
valley within a 10@nile
radius. And everybody but
me actually does. Clouds of
0dzi G SNFfASa®
for an et strategy. My
grandmother died suddenly
and | have to go back home.
But she died 20 years ago
and | havanade an advance
LJ- & Y Sy (b002-Fot €
reimbursable- - to reserve
my instructor and the Janus
for the first week, and the
LS4 for the secondveek.

Robin is my instructor. We assemble the Janus. It has an engine, which is good because the
engine makes the Janus heavier so that the Mistral does not blow it away immediately. It has flaps
and | have never flown a flapped glider. The flapsdrieebe shifted from4 degrees to +8 degrees
during the takeoff roll, when | need to concentrate on a number of other things too. The Janus lifts
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2FTF 0SKAYR (KS G26LX ySo LGQAa odzYLle Ay GKS I AN
takes us to the nearby slopes. After two hours | tell Robin that | want to land because | am tired.

The normal approach speed in the bumpy Mistral is 85 mph, with airbrakes either full out or full in,

in quick succession, and the glider comesdown lik®f = 'y R GKIF 01Q&a GKS gl & A
Back on the ground, the airfield is deserted and no glider or pilot in sight anywhere on the ground

or in the air. Everybody is up flying, far away, and nobody ever comes back with less than 5 hours

flying exept me, the pale and shaky firgtader. During breakfast the next day, the butterflies (and

the jet-lag) are so bad that | decide not to fly. Robin understands. Two parachute jumpers

gracefully show up and want to have glider rides, and Robin has wsamkefor the day which

makes me feel less bad.

The following day is better. Robin shows me where to find wave and | actually manage to
getinto it. AAAHHH. [ learn to fly from the primary wave to the secondary and the tertiary, and all
theway backL 1 Qa 2dzad fA{1S Ay GKS at N OGAOFft 2 @S Cf @&
series, including the rotor clouds and the whole works. Due to-Aorie we are not allowed to
climb above FL 115 on that day and | need to pull the airbrakes. Thecaivened alpine
landscape is breathtaking and we see the skiers on the slopes as tiny moving dots on the white
surface.

| get a bit more used to live with butterflies in the stomach. It helps that every evening |
RNRgGgYy &2YS 27F G KSyYidthe Ideat Histrov §sinallyi@sl rooin & a bathiyiis
and the highlight of every evening is when | lower myself into the warm watéfei the muscles
and the mindrelax.

Our flights get longer in the following days. The relentless Mistral Wwavassdown a bit. |
start getting comfortable with slope soaring next to towering mountain cliffs. | do catch the
occasional thermal which takes the glider to the rotor and into the wave. The rattling glider leaves
me a bit less rattled as | get more als® the business of flying in rotors. My first week is over, with
almost 16 hours in the Janus.

The rented L&b is wonderful and easy to fly. Butterflies are still there, but the swarms are
smaller. By now | have learned to remember the names aratitotof the surrounding mountain
peaks, slopes, crests and the thermal/wayenerators. | know more or less how high | must be at
which location in order to make it back to the field at Serres. | have used another rest day to visit
0KS ySINBadDKkOKISHIEIA 0@ dzif I yRAYI FASERa | yR I ANLR
hours or more each day.

Years ago, Klaus Ohlmann inventedthe-Re & af AGGE S GNFAyé Of AyAaOa
locomotive, and he takes three experienced pilots in tow. That means that the four gliders fly lined
dzLJ £ A1S LISEFNI a 2y | & Noeehiad th® btl@K Hetgk&s the fiainl (2 6 f
around the Alps where he knows every corner by heart, to locations where the individual pilots
g2dzZ R LINPOlIofée ySOSNI 32 o6& GKSyasStogSao ! ff | NB
the mountains and thealleys, shows the outlanding fields and how to approach them, and
comments his flying strategy. The flights typically take between five and eight hours. These clinics
FNE FdzZ & 0221SR Y2y(iKa Ay I ROIYyOS® {NMIAWKSLNAR
KFra G2 tSIF@S F2NJ I FlLYAfté SYSNASyOeo I FGSNI G ¢
to fill the vacancy. That immediately generates a new and huge swarm of butterflies in my
stomach. What? Me going with the big kidg#e get towed up one by one and we wait for Klaus,
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who is last, to tell us when to depart the thermal. | get distracted by the large tonnage of glass fiber
FNRPdzyR YS Ay (GKS GKSNXIET (KS& YIS Y& C[!wa 0S8
the radio. When | notice a minute later that the train has left | speed up like crazy to catch up.

Klaus and the other two pilots are very patient with me. They slow down, pull the airbrakes and let

me take my place in the train, right after Klaus. ®hé b2¢ AGQa FTADS K2dz2NA 27
towplane, except that the towplane has no engine and there is no rope either. We fly some 240 km

on that very marginal thermal day and, boy am | wiped out in the evening. But | passed the test and
laminvitedy 02 GKS Gt AGGES GNXAyé F3IALAYy (G(KS ySEG RI @
km in another five hour flight. This was the icing on the calen my last day of flying in Serres.

When | left Klaus Ohlmann and his team at Quo Vadis | haddagk34 hours of flying in
two weeks. | had learned and achieved much more than | had ever dared to hope. | came to
F LIINBOALF 0S @OSNE YdzOK Yfldza yR KAA 6AFS {AR2YyAS
Marta and the tow pilots. | liked thieunch of serious glider pilots which look out for each other
and opened their arms to a lost firgrader who stumbled into their group. | did suffer quite a bit
by leaving my comfort zone, but | am now (quite) comfortable doing things in gliders@tdzf Ry Q (i
do before.

I have not told my wife yet, but | already signed up for another visit to Serres in March 2010.
Anyone wants to come along?

Andreas Schliessler
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