 General Information

Welcome to M-ASA.  This booklet is an introduction to the Mid-Atlantic Soaring Association, its facilities and programs.  M-ASA’s goals are to advance soaring in the Mid-Atlantic Region.  As such we offer our members access to towing services, flight instruction, and club gliders and facilities. This booklet provides information you need to assess whether M-ASA is the club for you.  If you are new to soaring you should know that soaring is the closest man has come to bird-like flight.  It allows man to experience flight with the birds on sun powered wings.  We hope you find this information useful and that you decide to join M-ASA.


M-ASA is a glider club that was founded in 1952.  We have operations at our club-owned  airport in Fairfield Pa. (just 8 miles south of Gettysburg PA, about 4 miles northwest of  Emmitsburg MD) and at the municipal airport in Frederick MD.  M-ASA offers a wide   variety of soaring opportunities at both locations.  These include primary and advanced instruction, local and cross country soaring, towing service for owners of private ships, and use of club single and two place gliders.  Conditions in the Maryland and Pennsylvania area include good thermal, ridge and wave soaring.  Thermals frequently start in late morning and last until early evening.  Wave conditions frequently exist in the area from late fall to late spring.  Members have attained altitudes in wave regularly to 12,000 feet.  The 21,000-foot Maryland state altitude record was set by a M-ASA member at Frederick.  While conditions allowing for such altitudes do not happen often, they are possible.


M-ASA is the premier soaring organization in the mid-Atlantic region.  Its two flying locations offer different challenges and opportunities as well as the ability to support a large operation while maintaining a personal feel.  Members are encouraged to fly at both fields in order to become familiar with each field’s operation and flying opportunities.  Each location is equipped with two tow planes as well as a fleet of training and recreational gliders.  Additionally many privately owned ships are based at each location.  These range from classics to today’s state-of-the-art sailplanes.


As a "self help" club, the work associated with club operation is performed by members. This includes towing, acting as Operations Director, instructing, aircraft maintenance, facility maintenance, and club administration.  All of these jobs are performed by volunteers. Members are assigned duty in rotation as either an Operations Director (OD), Assistant Operations Director (AOD)  or tow pilot (if qualified).  ODs & AODs normally serve three to four times a season, tow pilots serve in rotation every four to eight weeks (4-8 times per season).   CONVECTOR, the club newsletter, is published each month and lists the schedule 4-6 weeks ahead so that all members are informed of these assignments.  Members are also expected to move aircraft, help assemble gliders, etc.  There are about 30 volunteer  jobs in M‑ASA.  You may offer, or be asked, to do some of these as your experience increases.   As an all volunteer organization, M-ASA today exists as the result of the generous volunteer efforts of many members over the previous half century. As is the tradition in most soaring clubs in the U.S., the successful newcomer, will make his or her presence felt most immediately by joining into all of the activities required to run scheduled operations and by assisting in all such volunteer work as might be necessary to keep things operating smoothly.

M-ASA’s operating season starts with a mandatory safety meeting the second Friday in March and extends through the third weekend in November.  Each year M-ASA hosts the Region 4 North Soaring Championships at the Mid-Atlantic Soaring Center (M-ASC) in Fairfield, PA.  Other club activities include extended flying weekends held at Frederick MD around the 4th of July and Labor Day holidays.  On other weekends during the operating season we conduct cross country soaring races (club task competitions), fly around both of our two fields, go cross country touring, and provide instruction to our members.  Soaring provides a great way to spend a day or a weekend out doors.  Attend often, contribute to the pre-flight activities, fly, and help put it all away again at the end of the day. So plan to arrive at the field early, FLY, and help other members do the same.  


To track our upcoming club activities, please monitor our monthly newsletter, the Convector.  This newsletter can be downloaded from our website, and lists upcoming contests, special flying events, the annual banquet, the annual meeting, and other club functions. 


For more information about M-ASA you can visit our Worldwide Web site at 
www.m-asa.org or contact our membership officer John Wallin at the address provided below:

H O W   T O   J O I N   MADVANCE \r 2-ADVANCE \r 2A S A

Visit operations at both Frederick and Fairfield and ask to be introduced to the directors present.  They may discuss your interest in flying and your interest in M-ASA before they sign your application.  Note that signatures of two directors or instructors are required before your application can be processed.  For more information on how to join M-ASA contact either:

Membership Officer at Frederick, John Wallin (phone 703-591-2543, or email jwallin@gmu.edu), or 

Membership Coordinator at Fairfield: David Pixton (phone 301-695-5473, or email d.pixton@comcast.net).   

Membership is provisional for the first year to allow members to get acquainted with the way the club operates and to allow the Board members to get to know new members before they vote on their admission to full membership 12 months after they join.  So, spend time at each field; get to know members of the Board of Directors.  To facilitate your acceptance, be sure all five directors know you.  (They are listed in the club monthly newsletter, CONVECTOR.) The by-laws require unanimous approval.  If you fly, help on the line, participate in club activities and projects and attend meetings, the directors should know you.


Once you join as a Provisional Member you will have the right to have one member of your immediate family as a Family Member. Family members, regardless of age, do not pay the initiation fee ‑‑ only M‑ASA dues and flight charges.  Both the Provisional Member and the Family Member must be current members of the Soaring Society of America.


If you are interested in getting a flight lesson before you join the club, M-ASA support the SSA’s “Fly a Sailplane Today!” (FAST) program.  Under this program, you can get a voucher for an introductory flying lesson to see what soaring is all about before you join the club.   More information is available at http://www.ssa.org/FAST.asp.   After you have the voucher, give us a call so we can set up an appointment.
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MEMBERSHIP COSTS
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 The initiation fee is $600, of which $300 is payable with the application for Provisional Membership.  The remaining $300 is payable upon completion of one year as a Provisional Member and the unanimous approval of the M-ASA Board of Directors of your application for Full Membership. 

M-ASA dues are $375 (students $175) payable annually each March 1st.  The dues are prorated if joining after March by subtracting $31.25 (students $15) for every month after March.

FEES DUE WITH APPLICATION

(All fees are non-refundable)

    Provisional Member:
$300 initiation fee #1.




$375 (or prorated amount) M-ASA dues.

$64 Initial SSA membership (if required) ($36 Youth or Family) 

    Full Member:

Upon approval of the Board, $300 initiation fee #2.

    Family Member:
$375 (or prorated amount) M-ASA dues.

    NOTE:
Full-time students pay $175 dues; $150 initiation fee #1 and $150 initiation 

                        fee #2.  When no longer a full-time student full fees must then be paid.

    REQUIRED: Photocopy of driver’s license and pilot certificate (if any).  (For youth

                         with neither document, a photo is required.)

OTHER CHARGES
    Tow fees:

$25.00 to 2000’

 

$30.00 to 2500’



$35.00 to 3000’

    Sailplane rental:

$20.00 per hour for the SGS 2-33s, Ka-7.



$15.00 per hour for the SGS 1-36, Ka-8, and Pilatus B-4. 



$35.00 per hour for the Grob Twin II & Twin Astir.



Amounts for glider usage are subject to change, so check with the OD for the current rates.
    Flight instruction:                No charge.

Full Members, Provisional Members, and associated Family Members will pay their respective Soaring Society of America (SSA) dues to M-ASA, who will then pay the SSA as a group.

The information in this booklet applies only to Full Member, Provisional Member, Family Member, and Inactive Member.  The M-ASA Board of Directors may, from time-to-time, authorize Limited Memberships for specific purposes, for example, guest pilots competing in M-ASA hosted contests.
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